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Many Chamber members and | had the pleasure of attending a reception aboard the USS Blue
Ridge on Saturday, May 2, 2009. Vice Admiral John Bird, U.S. 7th Fleet Commander, welcomed the visitors
and gave a brief speech on 7th Fleet history and his Commmand Ship, the Blue Ridge. Welcome addresses
were also given by Consul General Kevin Maher, American Consulate, Naha, and Lieutenant General
Richard C. Ziimer, Commanding General, lll Marine Expeditionary Force; and Commander, Marine Corps
Bases Japan.

On Friday, May 22, 2009, ACCO members and | attended a reception hosted by LCDR Alexander T.
Soe, Former Commanding Officer, Military Sealiff Command Office, Okinawa, and Mr. Todd Langdon,
Director of United Seamen'’s Service Center, Okinawa in recognition of National Maritime Day 2009. Rear
Admiral Richard B. Landolt, Commander, Amphibious Force, 7th Fleet/Expeditionary Strike Group 7 was the
Guest Speaker and he gave a very informative speech that outlined the many services provided by the
Military Sealift Command.

English in Education Committee Chairman, Mr. Gordon Bolton held an “English Land” on Saturday, May 23, 2009, atf the
Okinawa City Kodomo-no-Kuni zoo. | was very much impressed with the 75 children and the five assistants that Mr. Bolton led in
conducting participation in the games and learning the English language. Congratulations Gordon, for a job well done.

Next month we look forward to Independence Day in a joint celebration hosted by the American Consulate, Naha and
the American Chamber of Commerce, in Okinawa. The event will take place at the Consulate grounds at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 3rd.

There will not be a General Membership Meeting in July due to the joint Independence Day celebration and our next
GMM will be on Friday, August 7, 2009 when | look forward to seeing each of you.
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June 2009

2009 Officers

Jure 5 APCAC Committee Meeting — ANA Laguna Garden Hotel, AtriumLounge @ 11:00a.m.
President June 5 General Membership Committee Meeting — ANA Laguna GardenHotel, 2F @11:30a.m.
¥V"“an\1NKelgyAs c June8  Special Events Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @12:00p.m. — 13:00p.m.
rans Wor surance £0. June 8 Program Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @12:00p.m. - 1:00p.m
Vice President June 10 Trade Committee Meeting - J.C. Thompson Corporation @12:00p.m.
Justin Wentworth June 11 Membership Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @2:00p.m.
Lloyd & Heinz Ltd. June 12 Board of Governors Meeting - Pizza House Restaurant, 2F @ 12:00p.m - 2:00p.m.
) . June 16  Englishin Education Committee Meeting— Grand Mer Resort, 1F @12:00p.m.
Vice President . .
Tony Sakuda BD ITCommittee Meeting
Okinawa Tourist Service TBD Military Licison Committee Meeting
TBD Public Relations Committee Meeting
Secretary TBD Officers Meeting
Mickey Weissert
KDDI Okinawa Co., Ltd.
Treasurer JU|y 2009
Richard Boudreault
American Engineering Corp. July 3 Independence Day Celebration— American Consulate General, Naha @17:30
July 3 APCAC Committee Meeting — ANA Laguna Garden Hotel, AtriumLounge @ 11:00a.m.
July 8 Trade Committee Meeting - J.C. Thompson Corporation @12:00p.m.
2009 Board of Governors July 9 Membership Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @2:00p.m.
Hawari Habrawi July 10 Board of Governors Meeting - Pizza House Restaurant, 2F @ 12:00p.m - 2:00p.m.
Phoenix Corporation July 13 Special Events Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @12:00p.m. — 13:00p.m.
July 13 Program Committee Meeting - Rose Garden @12:00p.m. — 1:00p.m
Robert Hagan July 21 Englishin Education Committee Meeting— Grand Mer Resort, 1F@12:00p.m.
Exchage New Car Sales ’ )
TBD ITCommittee Meeting
Mike Holland TBD Military Licison Committee Meeting
English Teachers in Okinawa TBD Public Relations Committee Meeting
TBD Officers Meeting
Jarrett Ota
USO Okinawa

Bien Panganiban
Ryukyu Classical Academy

Ray Payne
Eastern Star Corporation

James Pogue
Fareast Service Company

Lemont Whiteside
American Engineering Corp.

Past Presidents

Joseph Thompson
J.C. Thompson Corporation

Gilbert Hoffman
Sunabe Corporation

Michael Kelly
Aladdin Trading Co.

Michael Oshiro
Ameku Enterprises, Ltd.

Colleague Editorial Staff

Editor Mickey Weissert
Layout Mickey Weissert
Advertising Alice Kawaki

Translations Megumi Shinjo

The AmCham Colleague is published by the
American Chamber of Commerce Okinawa
(ACCO Okinawa), a member of the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States.

ACCOkinawa, P.0O. Box 235, Okinawa City,
Okinawa, Japan 904-8591

Phone (098) 898-5401

Fax (098) 898-5411

Office Hours 9am - 5pm Mon-Fri

chamber@amchamokinawa.org

Membership Box asof May 31, 2009

Company Members: 30
Company Associate Members: (Voting): 4
Company Associate Members: 7

Special Company Members: 20

Special Company Associate Member: 1
Special Members: 21
Associate Members: 9
Distinguished Members: 6
Honorary Members: 19
Non-Resident Members: 5

Total Members: 122

www.amchamokinawa.org

To advertise in the Colleague Contact Alice Kawaki tmplan@nirai.ne.jp 090-3792-4245
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Mr. Higuchi has more than 15 years of experience in real estate finance/capital
market sector both in New York and Tokyo, and has been a pioneer and
innovator in real estate finance. Almost all the deals that he developed and
closed in the past 10 years are either the first in Japan or in the industry. During
which fime, he invested in total of $500 million in assets and achieved over 40%
annual return on equity with almost zero leverage.

Mr. Higuchi started his professional career when he joined Nomura Securities Co., Ltd. in 1989 and spent large part of
his fime at its real estate finance group on Wall Street. Upon leaving Nomura, he was a principal at Raysum Co., Ltd.,
a JASDAQ listed real estate investment firm, responsible for developing and managing the finance/strategic new
businesses for the entire group. In a little over three years after he took responsibility, and after yielding one-third of
the group’s entire pre tax profit of $300 million, Raysum emerged into the innovative and leading real estate finance
group in the explosive industry of late 1990's.

In 2004, he moved his entire business base o Okinawa from Tokyo, foreseeing the key factor for the next society lies
in Okinawa, and started providing turnaround management to hotels. After acquiring Sun Marina Hofel, he
infroduced unique management style, now called “Trinity Management”, by enfirely abolishing evaluation by merit
and put utmost importance in human relations and love. Sun Marina, which had never made any profit for the past
12 years, turned to $1.3 million profit, over $2.3 million cash flow, after a little over a year of the acquisition. In 2006, he
founded Trinity Inc., a turnaround and business management firm specializes in "labor intensive service companies”,
and is a president.

Mr. Higuchi has a B.A. in liberal arts from University of Tsukuba, and an MBA in finance from New York University. He
often holds lectures in government-sponsored “Finance Educational Seminar” at University of the Ryukyus, Okinawa
Association for Business Recovery, and Okinawa-sponsored “management seminar for leaders in agriculture and
forestry”. Currently, He sponsors “Next Generation Finance Seminar” in Naha. He is a member of Okinawa Association
of Business Executives, and Okinawa Association for Business Recovery.
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(Continued from Previous Page)

Editor's Note: Mr. Higuchi has provided the following summary of his presentation for the
benefit of our Japanese members and guests.
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Local Media / News

World-Wide Hotel Chain Wyndham Hotels Coming to Okinawa Ryukyu Shimpo, Economy Section, 21 May 2009
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The Wyndham Hotel Group International (U.S. Corporation) plan to enter the Okinawan market was
announced on 20 May. Wyndham's hotel franchise includes over 7000 hotels, mostly located in foreign markets.
Wyndham has signed an agreement with Green Hospitality Management Inc. (GHM, Tokyo) as announced by GHM
President Toru Nakadate. The two companies plan to begin operations under the well-known Ramada and Days Inn
brands within 5 years in Japan, including Okinawa.
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Please see the following link for the full article (Japanese only):
http://ryukyushimpo.jp/news/storyid-144826-storytopic-4.html

Ryukyu Kings Win Basketball Japan Championship

The American Chamber of Commerce in Okinawa would like to
congratulate the Ryukyu Kings for winning the Basketball Japan
Championship with a win over Tokyo Apache 89-82 at Ariake
Coliseum in Tokyo. Photo Courtesy of Ryukyu Kings
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Hawari Habrawi, Program Committee Chairman, Special Events Committee Chairman
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Mr. Samuel H. Kidder, Executive Director, American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan, was our guest speaker
for the May 1st General Membership Meeting. Mr. Kidder
gave a presentation entitled “Where have we been, and
where are we going.”

Mr. Kidder outlined the priorities and focus of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Japan and how
political and economic events effect the Chamber and
its membership.

The American Chamber of Commerce in Okinawa
would like to thank Mr. Kidder for his presentation.
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ACCO President William Kelly and
Mr. Samuel H. Kidder

ACCO Board of Governors Members greet Mr.
Samuel Kidder at a dinner at Laguna Garden
Hotel on 30 April.
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Photo: Back, From Left, Michael Kelly, Ray Payne, James Pogue, Mike Holland, Gilbert Hoffman, Hawari Habrawi. Front, From
Left, Joseph Thompson, Samuel Kidder, William Kelly, Bien Panganiban.
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The American Chamber of Commerce
in Okinaowa welcomed new members Mr.
Seishin Komesu (Komesu & Associates), Mr.
Erol Miftahittin  (Okinawa Marriott Resort &
Spa) and Mr. Justin Wentworth (Lloyd & Heinz
Ltd.), and presented them each with a
certificate of membership.
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Recital for Charity and Scholarship -
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Long-time ACCO Member Professor Bien S.P. Panganiban

=TS (Ryukyu Classical Academy) recently celebrated his 79th birthday by
holding his annual Benefit Piano Recital for Charity and Scholarship,
on Sunday, 3 May at the Ashibina Hall (Korinza).

Professor Panganiban awarded three scholarship checks of
¥100,000 ($1.010) each to the representatives of three local
universities that were present. Another $2,000 will go to scholarships
in the Philippines. $1,000 will go to transportation costs for a Filipino
student that was awarded a scholarship at Winthrop University in
South Carolina. $600 will go to an orphanage in Pattaya, Thailand
and the remainder will go to local orphanages and shelter homes.

Professor Bien S.P. Panganiban and Professor Panganiban extends his heartfelt thanks to all of the
Ambassador and Mrs. Hideki Harashima contributors whose generosity made this possible.
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May English Land — An Outing to Zoo School - Kodomo-no-Kuni
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Gordon Bolton, Chair, English in Education Committee
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Last month the ACCO English in Education Committee held

English Land on Saturday May 23" at the Okinawa City Zoo — Kodomo-
no-Kuni.

Thanks to volunteers from Camp Kinser and Kadena Air Base, the
event was enjoyed by approximately 75 children, with 2 hours of fun
involving a series of English-language games designed to allow the
children to experience English-language conversafion in a welcoming
and positive environment.

On behalf of the ACCO English in Education Committee, | would
English is fun! - a smile says it all  like to extend sincere thanks to all participants for making English Land

such a success. Special thanks to Michael Watson, Naomi O'Hara, Eiko
Kinjo, Maiko Ayre, Anthony King, William Kelly, Neal Hambridge, Mike Holland and representatives
from Kodomo-No-Kuni Onaga-san & Koki-san.

Upcoming Schedule: English Land, Naha Board of Education, June 27 from 10:00am to 12:00pm
For more information contact the ACCO Office at chamber@amchamokinawa.org or call 098-898-5401.

Continued on Page 8 - 8R—IUAD3K
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Welcome

We wish to thank you for visiting with us at The Rose Garden. We open every morning at 8:00 am, sometimes a little earlier.
We serve breakfast until 5:00 PM.

Our fresh produce begins to arrive at our restaurant in the early morning hours. We purchase only the largest and best eggs
that the hens produce. Our eggs are so fresh that you can almost hear the hens cackling. Every morning one of our chefs
goes to the butcher to shop for fresh pork that meets our stringent requirements. At the Rose Garden, we make our own lean
American country sausages and Italian sausages.

There is nothing better than our delicious pork chops with fresh large eggs and fried green tomatoes. Our farmers are still
trying to figure out which comes first, red or green tomatoes. (It is kind of like the chicken or the egg; which comes first?)
Did you know that we are the only restaurant in Okinawa that serves fried green tomatoes?

Thick slices of pan-fried ham, lean bacon, country sausage, home fried potatoes and large fresh eggs are great
accompaniments with our famous cinnamon French toast. Our French toast is baked from a special secret recipe and served
with your choice of preserves such as blueberry, strawberry, raspberry, orange marmalade and black cherry. You may also
have it with fresh whipped cream or pure cane syrup. You will love our French toast!

Our Rose Garden is unique in that we make our very own English muffins. To the best of our knowledge, you cannot buy
English muffins in a local bakery here on Okinawa, nor do we want to. You have to try our Eggs Benedict served with our
English muffins, thick slices of pan-fried ham, large fresh eggs, topped with home made Hollandaise sauce and with fresh
sprigs of asparagus on the side. Mama Mia!

Our generous sized omelets are made with three large eggs, mushrooms, Italian peppers, and assorted cheeses. The omelet
is accompanied by home fried potatoes, thick slices of toast, fresh creamery butter and preserves of your choice. Our
preserves are loaded with fruit and low in sugar content. Enjoy your breakfast with a robust cup of 100% Arabica Colombian
hot coffee or a quenching glass of our China Mist Gourmet Iced Tea. Remember breakfast is served until 5 PM.

Our lunch menu starts at 11 AM and goes until 5 PM. In the Rose Garden’s relaxed, casual atmosphere you can choose from a
menu of assorted dishes such as: pasta, fish, chicken, steaks, beef stew, curries and daily specials. For those who want a
quick lunch, our sandwiches are a good bet. Our sandwiches are served with our hot clam chowder or your choice of soup and
cold potato salad. And remember, our coffee and tea is served with unlimited refills.

Dinner is served from 5 PM to 11 PM. We prepare our own distinctive soups, sauces, and salad dressings from the freshest of
ingredients. At Rose Hill we grow our own herbs for the Rose Garden. We bake our own breads, roast our meats daily, and
make our cakes and desserts from scratch. What a home made delight! Our vegetables, which we prepare, come to you
exclusively from our finest seasonal local produce.

You can find the freshest local seafood on our menu and for meat lovers we generously cut our own steaks from fresh chilled
beef. Your selection includes: Filet Mignon, garlic tenderloin, green pepper tenderloin, sirloins, rib eye steaks and more. Have
you ever had a cheese burger steak? You will want to try our Louisiana Gumbo (stew) with large shrimp, chicken, pork
sausage and fresh okra. Gumbo comes from our African American Creole language which means “okra”.

The delicious homemade soups such as our refined clam chowder Pescara, Italian baked onion soup and Milanese beef
minestrone are made fresh by our chefs daily. (We don't believe in can openers.)

In the early morning hours, our bakers are baking our fresh baked desserts for the day. Try our home made apple bread
pudding, coconut banana pie with chocolate sauce, or our scrumptious butter pecan coffee cake. Our mouth-watering
strawberry English Trifle or Raspberry Brulee “are to die for”. A couple of our favorites are the tiramisu Italiano or our
Leonardo’s cheese cake. This cheese cake will not be found in any market or bakery. It is the finest cheese cake you will ever
eat.

Our fresh baked Italian bread comes out of the ovens everyday around 4 PM. You may wish to take some home. A large loaf
of our Italian bread is only 198 yen.

As we say in Okinawa... "Mensore" (Welcome to The Rose Garden)

The Rose Garden Staff
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ACCO Hotel Visit

Starting very soon the ACCO
plans to offer special hotel visits where
our members and their guest(s) can
have a nice dinner, tour the rooms, stay
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New ACCO member Erol Miftahittin (Right), General Manager, escorts ACCO
members Tony Sakuda (Left) Mike Holland (Middle) and Mickey Weissert (not
shown) on a tour of the Marriott Resort & Spa.

if they want and finish off this great visit with breakfast. All
at a very special price just for ACCO members - this is just

Jean-Raphael Felus (Left), Hotel Manager of ANA  one of the great member benefits that the ACCO plans to
Intercontinental Manza Beach Resort, explains recent offers its members!!!

upgrades to ACCO members Mike Holland (Right), Tony

Sakuda (Middle) and Mickey Weissert (Not Shown). The ACCO would like to thank the following people
and hotels for participating in this new ACCO program. Erol Miftahittin, General Manager of the
Okinawa Marriott Resort & Spa, Jean-Raphael Felus, Hotel Manager of ANA Intercontinental Manza
Beach Resort, & Chris Batternam, General Manager of the Okinawa Harborview Crowne Plaza.

Photo by MickeyW eissert

ANA Intercontinental Manza Beach Resort

http://www.anaintercontinental-manza.jp

Okinawa Marriott Resort & Spa
http://www.okinawa-marriott.com

Okinawa Harborview Crowne Plaza:
hitp://www.crowneplaza-harborview.jp Mike Holland (Left) and Tony Sakuda taste dishes while planning for the upcoming
ACCO Chamber Connection at the Okinawa Harborview Crowne Plaza Hotel.
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